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Synopsis

Mosby’s Guide to Physical Examination is a comprehensive textbook of physical examination,
history-taking, and health assessment with a unique emphasis on differential diagnosis and
variations across the lifespan. The book conveys a uniquely compassionate, patient-centered
approach to physical examination with a strong evidence-based foundation. Clinical Pearls boxes
give brief clinical insights with expert tips on techniques, findings, and patient teaching. Mnemonic
boxes deliver engaging auditory, visual, and other memory cues to help you remember series of
assessment or exam steps. Physical Variations boxes detail multicultural considerations for
assessing patients from diverse ethnic and cultural groups. Staying Well boxes describe holistic
approaches to health promotion and patient teaching. Risk Factors boxes highlight modifiable and
nonmodifiable risk factors for a variety of conditions. Differential Diagnosis boxes give comparisons
of expected findings for similar conditions and explain how disease presentations vary. Physical
Examination boxes provide current data on the most effective techniques for delivering quality
patient care. Functional Assessment boxes focus on the patientd ™s functional abilities and present
a holistic approach to patient care. Downloadable text and PDA summaries allow for quick review of
the key steps in each system exam. Dynamic learning exercises on the companion website test
your knowledge and provide instant feedback on your progress. Updates throughout reflect the
latest research findings and evidence-based practice for techniques, normal and abnormal findings,
genetics, and assessment. 60 video clips demonstrate exam techniques for each system and are
downloadable for use on Video iPod devices. 25 new anatomy and physiology animations provide
narrated explanations of processes beneath the skin. New audio chapter summaries, downloadable
for use on MP3 players, offer a convenient way to review key content on the go. New 3-column
tables featuring Pathophysiology, Subjective Data, and Objective Data provide an illustrated
reference that allows for quick and accurate comparisons. 75 new illustrations and dozens of new

photos of normal and abnormal findings help to clarify anatomic concepts and exam techniques.
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Customer Reviews

Update: | have warmed up to Bates as the semester has gone on; in several sections ("derm" for
instance) it has a better selection and discussion of abnormal illustrations and photos than Mosby.
Plus, it is usually more succinct but still gives the meat of what you need to know. Finally, it
sometimes organizes assessment advice and abnormal assessments better than Mosby. At this
point | would give both books 5 stars-- get the book your course requires. If you are particularly
interested in assessment, then get DeGowan as well, or get all three.---------- Original review: |
boughtA Bates’ Guide to Physical Examination and History TakingA and borrowed Mosby’s guide,
and | have to say that Mosby’s Guide to Physical Examination is more detailed (it's also cheaper).
For example, it separates the description of what you see in the nasal mucosa and nasal turbinates,
giving expected vs. abnormal findings in both, whereas Bate’s lumps both together as nasal
mucosa. Another difference is that Mosby’s groups infant, child, pregnant woman, and older adult
assessments close the the adult assessment area, and Bate’s has chapters in the back of the book
for those assessments. Therefore, continuing the nasal assessment, to fully determine what a pale
boggy turbinate might mean in a child, when using Bates one should look in at least two chapters
separated by hundreds of pages. On the other hand, if you are doing a systemic pediatric
assignment for school, it is somewhat nice to have one chapter in Bates to look through-- in Mosby’s
one has to look through each system’s (cardiac, respiratory, neurologic) chapter at the "children”
sections.The increased detail in Mosby also comes at the expense of a smaller typeface (they both
have about the same number of pages and the same margin area for notes).l am definitely keeping
the Bate’s, but I'm going to buy a used Mosby to supplement it. Hope this review helps some NP or
MD student!

| purchased the electronic version of this handbook for my IPad thinking that it would make life
easier to port around said small IPad as opposed to the gianormous books for class. What a waste

of money. The digital versions of the textbook and its handbook were cobbled together by an



obviously throwback corporation out to make a quick buck. Just because its digital doesn’t mean
they didn’t cut corners. Key things to be aware of - 1. its not a pdf so page numbers are not present
and it’s difficult to identify content because of the lack of clear indexes and table of content which is
so important for a student or if you’re looking for something specific. 2. Content for sale or for view
have links to electronic pages that do not work. 3. Content that would have been available in the
hardcopy version was not included in the digital version from what | could glean, images, paging, etc
were off so that the digital version was actually a hinderance to studying! 4. It costs almost as much
as the hardcopy. At least if it were a hard copy | could return it but since it's digital and costs almost
as much as the hardcopy (and you can’t return it) my suggestion would be to save your money and
just buy the book. If | had known | wouldn’t have bothered getting the digital version since now |

have to go back and buy the hardcopies as well.

Great Product!

Very useful information even for the layman to know what they’re doing to you and why- one star off

because it could be better organized.

| loved the highlighting capability, the book mark capabilities, and the flash cards. | didn’t like that |
had to scroll through the entire book to get somewhere specific, but other than that, great book with

great information.

helpful

Wonderful illustrations and very valuable information. | would recommend this book for any nurse
practitioner, PA, or MD student or anyone who needs a great refresher. This one will remain on my

shelf for years to come!

An awesome book indeed, with extra details and well written descriptions. It is easy to follow and

use on your patients. Also a great reference book for the practice and beyond.
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